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Central Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Hosts Virtual Annual
Meeting

More than 150 members of Central Wisconsin
Electric Cooperative logged on to participate
in the co-op’s 2020 Annual Meeting on August
13. The in-person event originally planned for
April 21 was postponed due to the pandemic.

Board Chairman Anthony Buss Jr. called the
meeting to order and presented the Chairman
Report. Lila Shower, vice president of
accounting & finance, reported on key
statistics for 2019, the statement of
operations, and the balance sheet. Mike Wade, president & CEO, presented the CEO Report.

Election results:
District 1 – Tom W. Smith re-elected, unopposed
District 3 – Sue Rombalski re-elected, unopposed
At-Large – Michael Schultz defeated Gregory Loeser by a vote of 569–370.

The At-Large position was vacated by Ron Onesti, who could not run again due to term limits. He was
recognized for his nine years of service as a director.

After the virtual meeting, the co-op presented door prizes to members who attended, which totaled $500
in bill credits. The virtual meeting lasted around 30 minutes.

Trump/Biden Split on Biofuels

In a move that leaders of Iowa’s farm industry say will help sway their support in the upcoming election,
Democratic nominee for president Joe Biden says he supports laws that require oil refiners to blend
biofuels into the nation’s fuel pool.

“A Biden-Harris Administration will promote and advance renewable energy, ethanol, and other biofuels to
help rural America and our nation’s farmers, and will honor the critical role the renewable fuel industry
plays in supporting the rural economy and the leadership role American agriculture will play in our fight
against climate change,” Biden said in a statement, the strongest commitment on the issue from his
campaign.

Trump’s campaign, on the other hand, has said it is unlikely to take a stance on the measure, which is
opposed by many in the oil industry, before the November election.

Under current law, small refiners that prove the rules to blend biofuels would financially harm them can
apply for exemptions. Under the Trump administration the number of exemptions has expanded, which
farmers claim is undermining the law and hurting demand for corn-based ethanol.

Baldwin Pushes Senate to Advance Measure for Flexible
Financing
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A group of U.S. senators, including Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-WI), is
pushing Senate leaders to add Flexible Financing for Rural America to the
next coronavirus relief package. The measure would allow electric
cooperatives and telecommunications providers to refinance Rural Utilities
Service (RUS) debt at lower interest rates, saving participating co-ops $2
million per year, on average.

Baldwin joined Senators Tina Smith (D-MN) and John Hoeven (R-ND) in
sending a letter to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) urging them to allow co-
ops to take advantage of current lower interest rates so they may be able to
better manage cash-flow, invest in rural communities, and pass savings on
to members.

“The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has reached every corner of our country, creating financial 
hardship for communities and businesses in almost every sector of our economy,” wrote the senators. 
“Rural areas have not been spared, and the crisis has highlighted existing disparities in things like 
broadband that have made recovery an even larger challenge. At the same time, many member-owned 
cooperatives and broadband providers have struggled financially as a result of the economic downturn 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Congressman Ron Kind (D-WI) was among the first to sign on to support the House version of the 
measure. The House bill now has bipartisan support of 68 representatives, and the Senate bill has 
bipartisan support of 20 senators.

You can read a copy of the letter  here.

Baldwin, Senate Democrats Push for Trillions in Climate
Spending

Wisconsin Senator Tammy Baldwin joined other Senate Democrats this week in presenting a 260-page
report recommending trillions of dollars in investments and a wide-ranging federal effort to slash
greenhouse gas emissions. The report was produced by the Democratic Special Committee on the
Climate Crisis, without bipartisan participation.

Senators Brian Schatz (D-HI), Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI), and Tammy Baldwin (D-WI)
at a meeting of the Senate Democrats' special climate committee.

With the goal of reaching net-zero emissions by 2050, the report calls for new regulatory policies and
federal spending on climate that amounts to at least 2 percent of gross domestic product annually, or
$400 billion based on current GDP estimates.

"Those who deny the scientific evidence threaten all of us, and the report makes clear that immediate,
focused action is critical to avoid the worst climate effects and achieve a clean energy future," Senate
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) said.
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The recommendations are in line with the climate plan from Joe Biden's presidential campaign, including
the recommendation that 40 percent of investments go to "communities of color and low-income,
deindustrialized, and disadvantaged communities" to address environmental racism.

"Passing climate legislation will be a top priority for Senate Democrats and for me if we regain the majority
and I become majority leader," Schumer said.

Study: Sensitive Global Warming Forecasts Overestimated for 50
Years

According to Science Daily, researchers have exposed inconsistencies in global warming trends over the
last 50 years, dealing a blow to climate change models. Research published in the peer-reviewed journal
Earth System Dynamics highlights disparities between the most sensitive change climate models and
temperature observations since the 1970s, showing the most extreme predictions are unfounded.
Scientists from the University of Exeter came to the conclusion after studying the output of complex
climate models and comparing them to global warming records.

There are dozens of climate models, each with differing results depending on the driving data, and some
have predicted warming of 8.1 to 9.54 degrees F, which would be devastating for the planet. More recent
climate models place warming at 3.42 to 6.12 degrees F. The review finds warming is happening, but at a
much lower rate.

"We find a likely range for the 'Transient Climate Response' of (2.34 to 3.78 degrees F), whether we use
the latest models or the previous generation of models," researchers stated. Transient climate response
(TCR) is the amount of warming that might occur at the time when CO2 doubles.

According to the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), as little as 2.7 degrees F of
warming is enough to cause issues, including higher sea levels and ice cap melt.

A paper published by researchers at the University of Michigan also called into question the dire outlook
of some climate models. Another recent review also found extreme low predictions should be excluded.

Senator Marklein Touts Dedication to Rural Issues
In a legislative report, Wisconsin State Senator Howard Marklein (R-Spring
Green) touts the work done in the most recent legislative session to give a
voice to rural Wisconsin, and advance pro-agriculture initiatives. Marklein
says he worked closely with Representatives Travis Tranel (R-Cuba City),
Tony Kurtz (R-Wonewoc), Todd Novak (R-Dodgeville), and Loren Oldenburg
(R-Viroqua) to advance budget initiatives and legislation that makes a
difference for rural areas.

Marklein writes: Among our many accomplishments were significant funding
allocations for the intellectual infrastructure of dairy innovation, rural
broadband expansion, roads and schools. We also approved several bills
that directly impact rural schools, the agricultural-supply chain, local
communities, and access to capital for agricultural businesses. In addition,
we worked on three bills to secure Truth in Food Labeling, rural Emergency Medical Service reforms, and
attempted to improve the livestock-siting regulations in Wisconsin.

We were able to secure $8.8 million for the Dairy Innovation Hub, which continues to work full-steam-
ahead toward building Wisconsin’s “Dairy Super Power” status with research into new applications for
dairy products and practices.

We were able to add $48 million to the Rural Broadband Expansion Grant program to connect rural
Wisconsin. So far in 2020, 18 percent of the grant funding that has been distributed has gone to 10
projects in the 17th Senate District. We will see $4.4 million invested in broadband expansion in our
communities because of those funds. Another round of applications opens September 1 with a due date
of December 1, for $24 million.

Rural roads and rural schools continue to be at the top of my priority list. We made a $1 billion investment
in roads and added $500 million more for schools. Educational funding is the state’s greatest expenditure;
we currently invest at least $12.3 billion in our kids.

I also worked with Tranel to approve two bills that help rural teachers and rural school districts. Those bills
allow rural districts to recruit and employ teachers quickly, efficiently, and effectively to meet the needs of
our rural school districts.

We also worked to meet the unique needs of the ag-supply chain by revising the hours for short-haul
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agricultural truck drivers, improving access to investment capital and updating crop-insurance eligibility.

As I look toward the 2021–2022 legislative session, I’m planning to re-introduce a number of bills that
didn’t complete the legislative process—including the Truth in Food Labeling legislation I authored with
Tranel and Oldenburg. I will also continue to push for road funding that specifically meets needs in rural
Wisconsin, as well as initiatives to expand broadband in rural Wisconsin.

(Edited by Condenser for length.)

Wisconsin Dairy Farmer Addresses Republican National
Convention

A northern Wisconsin dairy farmer delivered a nationally televised address to the Republican National
Convention Tuesday. Cris Peterson, CFO of a dairy farm in Grantsburg, touted the president’s work
benefitting the nation’s farmers.

In her remarks, Peterson said President Trump understands the complexities of farming. When their barn
burned to the ground in 2017, Peterson says Trump’s support and negotiations of new trade deals gave
them the confidence to rebuild. They now have a state-of-the-art robotic milking facility.

"More than any president in my lifetime, he acknowledged the importance of farmers and agriculture,"
she said.

Peterson also touted Trump’s handling of the pandemic, and the economic effects, saying he took
necessary actions to prevent the collapse of the nation’s food systems.

“Our entire economy, and dairy farming, are once again roaring back. One person deserves the credit
and our vote: President Donald J. Trump.”

See her full remarks here: https://waow.com/2020/08/25/northern-wi-dairy-farmer-speaks-at-rnc-on-trade/

Covid-19 Watch: Slow and Steady Decline
Continues in Wisconsin
Data tracking the pandemic in Wisconsin shows a continued slow and steady
decline in the state. Meanwhile, the pandemic is posing a challenge for school
district leaders across the state facing opposing opinions on the risks of going
back to school during a pandemic. Districts are taking various approaches to
bringing students back—some virtually, some in-person, and some are taking
a hybrid approach.

4 8/28/2020

https://waow.com/2020/08/25/northern-wi-dairy-farmer-speaks-at-rnc-on-trade/


The “epi-curve” above shows the overall activity of the virus by identifying cases by date of symptom
onset, when possible. Click here to filter the data by county.

Do you have a news item you would like to see included in Condenser? Please don't hesitate to
send any suggestions, feedback, or general thoughts to Julie Lund, Director of News and
Communication at julie@weca.coop.

Visit Our Website

View Condenser Archives

Prefer to read Condenser in your browser? Click View as Webpage
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